Key Points: Edmund Rice
Early Life:
· Edmund Rice was born in Callan, Co. Kilkenny on June 1st 1762.
· He was born into a Catholic family.
· In his home Edmund learned what it is to care for and share with others.
· His family was comfortably well-off for the time, very religious and well respected people known for their generosity to the poor. 
· At that time in Ireland, Catholic children received little to no education due to the restrictions imposed by the Penal Laws. The Rice children were educated at home by their parents and by teachers who visited their home. One of these teachers was Patrick Grace, known as An Bráithrín Liath. 
· At the age of 14, Edmund was sent to live with his uncle where he attended a school to help him prepare for a career in trade. 
· His uncle, Michael Rice, was a wealthy shipping merchant in Waterford. When Edmund was nearly 18 he was offered a place in Michael’s business. 
· At this time, Waterford was a very busy port. 
· In his dealings, Edmund was noted for his honesty. 

· In his mid-twenties, Edmund fell in love with Mary Elliot and they got married. They were very happy together and very much in love. 

· When Michael, Edmund’s uncle, died he left all his property to him. This made Edmund one of the richest men in Waterford. 

· Sadly, after a few years of marriage, Mary fell from a horse and died from her injuries. Edmund was shattered by her death.

· At the time of her accident, Mary was pregnant with their first child. As a result, the baby was born prematurely and with a disability. Edmund named her Mary and took care of her until she was twelve years old. Then, he entrusted her to the care of his brother Patrick and his wife who raised her in their home in the countryside near Callan. 

Time for Decision:
· Edmund’s sorrow and grief taught him to open his heart in compassion to the poor and needy who surrounded him in Waterford. The streets of Waterford were crowded with beggars.

· Edmund saw social injustice in the poverty-stricken slums and in the dirty, crowded alleyways. His heart went out to the ragged poor boys running wild on the streets and he decided to do something for them.

· Since Mary, his wife, died Edmund had become a very wealthy man. After years of questioning, he decided what he would do. 

Bread for the hungry:
· Edmund saw the poor boys as Christ’s “dear little ones.” He began to teach the boys to read and write. As he put it “Were we to know the merit and value of only going from one street to another, to serve a neighbour for the love of God. We should prize it more than gold or silver.”

· There is a story told of a man stopped in Waterford in the company of two boys, his own sons. One of his sons was too weak with hunger to walk. When asked where he was going he replied “I am going to take them to Mr Rice so they can be fed and receive an education.”

Nano Nagle:

· Nano Nagle was Edmund’s greatest inspiration. The Presentation Sisters’ example and commitment helped him to follow what he felt was the call of Christ. 

· This proved to be a very radical mission. It wasn’t just handouts of food, clothes and kindness but equipping young people mentally, morally and religiously, to stand on their own feet and change their lives for themselves. They were empowered to change a society that caused and allowed them to be poor.

His mission continues today

· Today, the work of Edmund Rice continues in all Presentation Brothers Schools and projects in Ireland, England, the USA, Ghana, Nigeria and Trinidad. 
